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CANTO MEDITERRANEO

The spell of each wave

like the scent of absence

like the distance between

two longings

like the ray’s shadows 

in another light

try to heal 

with a different grief

but some heartaches

resist

even now

generations later

I return to you, Rebetiko

to your qanun, oud

toumperleki, politiki lyra

and I ask 

in what language will I love

in what waters will I breath

in what voice will I find the world 

in what sound will I find the beats

in what sun will I learn to speak

in what love will I learn to sing

now I listen to Kalaitzidis 

play Marco Polo’s Dream 

swim back, swim back 

some day

my life 

is in your refrains
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listen, listen

a song can change a people 

I’m Venetian and Greek

I’m Jerusalem in Arabic

I come from the outskirts of cities

and the sea

and to you Rebetiko, I return..

[Rebetiko is Greek urban blues. It fuses Greek, Turkish, Arab and Jewish musical traditions,  

and the songs deal with themes of exile, loss, longing, love, and death. It began in the poorer  

neighborhoods of Asia Minor and grew in the outskirts of Athens, Thessaloniki, and Piraeus after  

the Greek Catastrophe of 1923. Kyriakos Kalaitzidis is a composer and oud player, and considered 

one of the most important contemporary musicians, and scholars of music of the post-Byzantine era 

and of the Mediterranean.]


